
Jewish leadership  
in a time of crisis

You may be the leader but it’s alright  
not to be able to foresee the future

What should have been a journey of days or weeks to the  
Promised Land went on for longer than Moses or the people  
could have imagined.

 
The anger which the Eternal kindled against Israel caused them to wander in the 
wilderness for forty years Bemidbar 32:13.

To lead in a VUCA (volatility, uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity) world, 
Henna Inam

You will fear that you can’t do the task perfectly  
and feel like an imposter, out of your depth

Moses, called by God at the burning bush, argues back three times 
that he is not up to the task. In reality, he was an imperfect leader. 
But he was nevertheless Judaism’s consummate leader. 

But [Moses] said, “Please, O Eternal, make someone else Your agent Shemot 4:13.

Everybody experiences imposter syndrome – strong leaders use it to their 
advantage, Mike McDerment

דְבָּר אַרְבָּעִים שָׁנהָ במדבר לג:יג. מִּ ישְִׂרָאֵל ויַנְעִֵם בַּ ויַחִַּר־אַף ה׳ בְּ

שְׁלחָ שמות ד:יג. ידַ־תִּ י אֲדנֹיָ שְׁלחַ־נאָ בְּ ויַאֹּמֶר בִּ

3332 Years ago, Moses 
led a slave nation into 
freedoM. They experienced 
plagues, persecution, and 
internal division both within 
ancient Egypt and beyond. A 
significant number of Israelites 
died that year. 

We mark the Exodus every  
year at Pesach.

On Pesach 2020, in the midst  
of COVID-19, as the tension 
point between liberty and 
safety is painful, what lessons 
can Jewish leaders take from 
the year 2448 (1312 BCE)? 

jlead.org.uk

https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.32.13?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.forbes.com/sites/hennainam/2017/10/18/to-lead-in-a-vuca-world-practice-leadership-agility/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/hennainam/2017/10/18/to-lead-in-a-vuca-world-practice-leadership-agility/
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.4.13?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://medium.com/the-mission/everybody-experiences-imposter-syndrome-strong-leaders-use-it-to-their-advantage-1f13345c286b
https://medium.com/the-mission/everybody-experiences-imposter-syndrome-strong-leaders-use-it-to-their-advantage-1f13345c286b
https://www.jlead.org.uk
www.jlead.org.uk


Jewish leadership in a time of crisis

also like Moses, you will find  
the strength you need

Strength comes from the people who support you, as well as your 
personal sources of spiritual strength.

 
Then the Eternal said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders… I will 
draw upon the spirit that is on you and put it upon them; they shall share the 
burden of the people with you, and you shall not bear it alone” Bemidbar 11:16-17.

Leadership resiliency: handling stress, uncertainty, and setbacks,  
Centre for creative leadership

8 tips for doing shared Leadership the right way, Roffey Park

the weakest in society will suffer but as a community  
we can pull together to buffer this effect

The enemy Amalek attacked the elderly and weak at the back of 
the caravan. Judaism teaches the opposite, encouraging us to take 
care of the most vulnerable in society.

[Amalek] surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and 
cut down all the stragglers in your rear Devarim 25:18.

Caring at a time of crisis, Daniel Carmel Brown

these extreme times will bring out the  
best and worst in people’s decision-making 

Groupthink produces the Golden Calf (and poor crisis decision-
making), but effective collaboration produces the Mishkan (and 
neighbourhood care rotas)

And all the people took off the gold rings that were in their ears and brought 
them to Aaron…. And he made it into a molten calf Shemot 32:3-4.

Are you leading through crisis or managing the response,  
Eric J. McNulty and Leonard Marcus

ךָ  י עִמְּ רְתִּ י ודְִבַּ קְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל... ויְרַָדְתִּ ִּ ויַאֹּמֶר ה׳ אֶל־משֶֹׁה אֶסְפָה־לִּי שִׁבעְִים אִישׁ מִז
ׂא הָעָם ולְאֹ־ מַשָּ ךָ בְּ י עֲליֵהֶם ונְשְָׂאוּ אִתְּ י מִן־הָרוחַּ אֲשֶׁר עָליֶךָ ושְַׂמְתִּ שָׁם ואְָצַלתְִּ

ה לבְדֶַּךָ במדבר יא:טז-יז. ׂא אַתָּ תִשָּ

ה עָיףֵ ויְגָעֵַ דברים כה:יח. ל־הַנחֱֶּשָׁליִם אַחַרֶיךָ ואְַתָּ דֶּרֶךְ ויַזְנַבֵּ בְּךָ כָּ אֲשֶׁר קָרְךָ בַּ

אָזנְיֵהֶם ויַבָּיִאוּ אֶל־אַהֲרןֹ: ...ויַעֲַּשֵׂהוּ עֵגלֶ  הָב אֲשֶׁר בְּ ָּ ל־הָעָם אֶת־נזִמְֵי הַז רְקוּ כָּ ויַתְִּפָּ
כהָ שמות לב:ג-ד. מַסֵּ
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You will need to pull together across the  
community to get through this time 

We are greater than the sum of our parts and as a united 
community can have a significant positive impact, even during  
a testing time.

The Israelites, all the men and women whose hearts moved them to bring 
anything… brought it as a freewill offering to the Eternal Shemot 35:29.

We may be isolated but we are not alone, Michelle Janes

on a lighter note, our communities’ previous  
complaints become the “good old days” 

The Jewish people yearned to be back in enslavement in Egypt, 
fantasising about the varied food they ate there.

We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the 
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic Bemidbar 11:5.

38 memory biases that change the story, Nicholas McGill

“Never lose your sense of humour”: Natan Sharansky’s five tips for isolation

לאָכהָ... הֵביִאוּ בנְיֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵל  ׁה אֲשֶׁר נדַָב לבִָּם אתָֹם להְָביִא לכְלָ־הַמְּ ל־אִישׁ ואְִשָּ כָּ
נדְָבהָ להַ׳ שמות לה:כט.

חִים ואְֶת־הֶחָצִיר  ׁאִים ואְֵת הָאֲבטִַּ שֻּ מִצְרַיםִ חִנםָּ אֵת הַקִּ זכָרְַנוּ אֶת־הַדָּגהָ אֲשֶׁר־נאֹכלַ בְּ
ואְֶת־הַבְּצָליִם ואְֶת־הַשּׁומִּיםַ במדבר יא:ה.
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lead is here to support your leadership needs through these 
challenging times. Wishing you a meaningful Pesach.
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